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20 years of enriching the lives of
children through the sport of fencing
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The first two students at the Peter
Westbrook Foundation in February 1991,
and 2008 Olympic silver medalists Keeth
and Erinn Smart carry on the tradition by
coaching the next generation of Olympic
hopefuls every week.
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The Peter Westbrook
Foundation, Inc. is a not-for-

profit organization that utilizes the sport
of fencing as a vehicle to develop life
skills in young people from underserved
communities.
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Dear Friends,

"We are a
family and a
community. I
treat every
child in the
program as if
he or she were
my own."
- Peter
Westbrook

As we launch into celebrating 20 years of
continuous and remarkably successful service to
the underserved communities of New York, it
seems fitting to focus on some key principles that
have contributed to our extraordinary success.
Teamwork, discipline and gratitude are three
of the pillars upon which Peter Westbrook
Foundation is built. Our student athletes (even the
most naturally gifted) understand that engaged
teamwork allows them achieve success that is
beyond the reach of their individual talents alone.
They recognize that discipline in all of their
endeavors prepares them to withstand and
overcome adversity in bad times and to capitalize
on good fortune and opportunity in good times.
Finally, our students know that maintaining a sense
gratitude to all those who have helped them achieve
success along the way helps to keep them grounded
in community no matter how lofty their
achievements.
When I founded the organization 20 years ago,
the goal was simple: Give back in a way that I
understood and that I knew could be successful. I
felt certain that children from underserved
communities could and would thrive, despite the
challenges they face, if only they received the extra
guidance and encouragement as I myself received
during my own formative years. Time and time
again, the truths of my beliefs have been borne out:
•Keeth & Erinn Smart winning Silver Medals at
the 2008 Being Olympics
•Nzingha Prescod three time Junior World
Champion (2008 & 2009)
•PWF National Champion Gold Medal Teams
in M. Sabre, and W. Foil (2010)

including: MIT, Columbia University, Penn State,
and Temple University.
I cannot describe the depth of my gratitude to
everyone at the PWF from the volunteers, staff and
coaches, to the students, families and most
especially to the Board of Managers and donors for
their loyalty, commitment and self-less acts of
generosity.
The Peter Westbrook Foundation is a family;
built on gratitude, discipline, teamwork,
commitment, and loyalty. These are the principles
that have brought us this far and we believe they
will guide us through our next 20 years.
Thank you for joining us on this magnificent
journey. If you are being introduced to our
Foundation for the first time, welcome to the
family.

Peter Westbrook,
Founder & CEO

Our students continue to excel off of the fencing
strip as well. This fall eleven PWF high school
seniors will enroll as freshman at a some of the
nation’s most prestigious universities and colleges

Program Goals
The primary objectives of the year-round program
are to help young people to:
• Equip themselves with the life skills that enable
them to take control of their futures
• Strive for academic excellence
• Develop leadership skills
• Build self confidence
• Gain exposure to people from diverse cultural
and socioeconomic backgrounds
• Learn about healthy living

• Develop their sense of civic duty and community
service
• Foster a sense of community inspired by a
common love of fencing
Fencing is an ideal educational tool because it
promotes development of integrity, honorable
personal conduct, patience and respect for others.
Above all, fencing promotes intellectual growth and
maturity because it challenges the individual to think
both tactically and strategically to solve problems
and overcome obstacles.
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PWF Programs
Participants
Girls and boys between the ages of nine and
eighteen are eligible for the program. Currently,
most participants are residents of underserved
communities and from single-parent households
within the five boroughs of New York City, Long
Island, Westchester County and New Jersey.
Approximately 85% of the participants are AfricanAmerican and Latino youth, with the remaining
15% being of Asian and Caucasian descent.

Saturday Fencing Program
The PWF teaches the sport of fencing to
approximately 150 children, ages eight to eighteen.
The program is held every Saturday morning from
9:00 am to noon, September through June.
The Saturday morning program begins with a series
of aerobic, core and fencing specific exercises led by
PWF Olympians. Following the exercises, Peter
Westbrook or a guest speaker gives an uplifting talk
to the entire class and parents in attendance. After
the uplifting talk, children are separated into small
groups by age and fencing weapon and led by an
illustrious staff of Olympians, National Champions
and former National Team Members.

program are awarded scholarships to defray the
costs of fencing club memberships, coaching,
competitions fees and equipment.
The athletes are required to attend monthly
meetings conducted by the training staff and a
summer training camp, maintain at least a 3.0 grade
point average, as well as volunteer their time to
mentor younger fencers in the Saturday Fencing
Program.
Athletes are trained by the Foundation’s
international roster of coaches, comprised of
Olympians and instructors with extensive
competitive and athlete development experience.
Each coach acts as a mentor by monitoring each
student’s academic performance to ensure that
athletes are balancing their responsibilities to study
as hard in school as they train in the fencing gym.
Coaches also chaperone athletes during trips to
domestic and international competitions, often
acting as a motivator, cheerleader, friend and
counselor to their students.

Academic Enrichment Program

The PWF Academic Enrichment Program is the
cornerstone of our educational initiatives. Tutoring
is offered free of charge to all participants in the
Peter Westbrook Foundation, in a space conveniently
After School Leadership
located around the corner from the training facility.
Approximately six hundred students have
Program
participated in the program over the life of the
Foundation. The program continues to grow both in
An elite squad of approximately 40 athletes, who
the number of students participating, as well as, the
show exceptional talent for the sport, are selected for level of engagement by parities involved in the
our After School Leadership Program. Athletes train process. For example, the number of participants in
year-round in this program and adopt a professional the Foundation taking advantage of the tutoring
training regimen of 4-6 days per week, which is
program has grown from less than a dozen 6 years
designed to prepare them for domestic and
ago to an average of 55 students with a waiting list
international competitions. All participants in the
of 20 students. The number of tutors has grown
from 6 to 30.
In order to accommodate more students, the
program added instructional workshops covering
such topics as: punctuation and grammar review,
literacy, essay writing and academic success
strategies. The program also hosts prep courses for
the Specialized High School Admissions Test
(SHSAT) and the PSAT. The program utilizes
industry recognized best practices in order to help
each student realize his or her academic potential.

Advanced
students
demonstrate
the finer
points of
bouting for
their
classmates.
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The purpose of the program is to strengthen
students’ skills in subject areas needing attention, so
they may attain academic success. The program
offers numerous benefits for young people
experiencing academic difficulties, including:
• Individualized attention for up to six hours per
week from an experienced educator
• A variety of learning environments designed to
encourage students, regardless of motivation
level, to accept an active role in their learning
process
• Instruction tailored to each student’s learning
style and needs
• Cooperative learning environments, where
students are encouraged to accept roles as peer
mentors
• Positive reinforcement to improve students’ selfesteem
• Guidance that supports the development of
critical thinking and leadership skills.
It is required that parents provide copies of all
report cards, class exams and teacher reports
throughout the school year in order to monitor the
progress of every AEP student. Throughout the
school year, parents are also asked to submit
reporting on key student-progress indicators. Our
tutors submit weekly progress reports documenting
each young person’s session preparedness, progress
and motivation.

The
effectiveness
and success
of our
academic
program has
increased
dramatically
with the
opening of
our tutoring
center.

Academic Scholarships
As a result of the overall programs, students have
excelled both athletically and scholastically. The
success of our student athletes has garnered a
number of academic and athletic scholarship
opportunities at exceptional primary and collegiate
institutions. A few of the institutions at which the
Foundation has helped secure scholarships for
athletes include:
Private School
• The Dwight School
• St. Hilda’s & St. Hugh’s School
• Fieldston Academy
• York Academy
• The Lawrenceville School
• Riverdale Country Day School
• St. Benedict’s Academy
• Horace Mann School

Universities

Our well rounded and high achieving student
athletes regularly receive scholarship
opportunities at some of the most selective
private schools and colleges.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Princeton University
Columbia University
Ohio State University
Rutgers University
Sacred Heart College
City University of New York
Barnard College
NYU
St. John’s University
Temple University
Northwestern University
Duke University
Penn State University
Stevens Institute of Technology
MIT
Wayne State University
University of Notre Dame
University of Pennsylvania
New Jersey Institute of Technology
Johns Hopkins University
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Success Stories
PWF Champions Challenge
World’s Best
Three Peter Westbrook Foundation athletes will
represent the United States at the 2010 Fencing
World Championships in Paris, France this fall.
Nzingha Prescod, 2008 and 2009 Cadet World
Champion, will lead the charge for the United States
Women’s Foil team. Benjamin Bratton, 2009
National Team Champion, will draw upon his own
extensive international experience as he competes
for the Men’s Epee title. Ibthihaj Muhammad, 2010
Pan-American Games bronze medalist, will compete
for the Women’s Sabre crown. Ibthi is first female
saber fencer to represent the Peter Westbrook
Foundation at a World Championships and looks to
maintain the momentum from her spectacular
breakout season.

Benjamin
Bratton helps
lead US Epee
squad to first
ever Silver
Medal at this
year's Fencing
World
Championships
-Nov. 2010

“Twenty years of committed support has helped
to yield a new group of international caliber
their example will inspire others that follow be it
athletes,” says Peter Westbrook, Foundation CEO
sports or every day life.
and Founder. “We are all extremely proud of their
development as athletes and people. As these three
mature into their new roles as Foundation leaders,

Results Roundup 2008-20010
2010
U.S. Senior World Championship Silver Medalist: Ben Bratton
U.S. Senior World Team members: Ben Bratton, Ibtihaj Muhammad, and Nzingha Prescod
U.S. Junior World Team members: Ayyub Ibrahim and Nzingha Presod
U.S. Junior Men’s Sabre National Champion: Adrian Bak
U.S. Junior Women’s Foil National Champion: Nzingha Prescod
U.S. Senior Men’s Sabre Team National Champion
U.S. Senior Women’s Foil Team National Champion
2009
U.S. Junior & Cadet World Team members: Nzingha Prescod, Mike Mills, Epiphany Georges
Junior World Champions Women’s Foil: Nzingha Prescod & Epiphany Georges
U.S. Senior World Team Members: Ben Bratton
U.S. Senior Women’s Sabre National Champion: Ibtihaj Muhammad
U.S. Senior Men’s Epee Team National Champion
U.S. Junior Men’s Sabre Team National Champion
2008
U.S. Olympic Silver Medalists: Erinn and Keeth Smart
U.S. Junior & Cadet World Team members: Nzingha Prescod, Daniel Bak, Adrian Bak, Loweye Diedro
World Champion Cadet Women’s Foil: Nzingha Prescod,
Junior Olympic Men’s Sabre Champion: Dan Bak
U.S. Junior Men’s Sabre National Champion: Marty Williams Jr.
U.S. Senior Men’s Sabre Team National Champion
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Right:
Fencing
student Haile
King Rubie
with his art
work

Community Corner
Student Athlete Spotlight
Towering Twins
Mentoring was critical to the success of PWF
students Essane and Loweye Diedro.
When the twins were ten, the death of their mother
was followed by severe financial challenges which
threatened to derail their fencing and academic
careers. The girls stayed grounded and focused with
the consistent support and guidance from the PWF
volunteers and coaches.
Essane and Loweye succeed as student athletes
because they are able to prioritize their goals and
follow through on their commitments. The twins
credit this skill to their mother. When they were
small children, she would carefully review their
homework to ensure the girls thoroughly understood
their assignments. Their mother’s insistence on
attention to detail as the path to quality was an
invaluable lesson.
Their discipline and focus earned each a full
academic scholarship to Columbia University, where
they also compete on the fencing team.
Having benefitted tremendously from the influence
of positive role models in their own lives, Essane and
Loweye carry on the tradition by volunteering every
Saturday morning as mentors to younger studentathletes in the program who aspire to follow in their
footsteps.

Mighty Paintbrush and Sword
The PWF has always been very fortunate to attract
so many athletically talented youth to our programs.
We often overlook the fact that many of our
students’ talents extend into other areas such as
music and the arts. Haile King Rubie is one such
individual.
Haile already proved that he has what it takes to
overcome obstacles and thrive in a rigorous athletic
environment, but he dazzled everyone in attendance
at our annual youth day celebration by presenting
the coaches with several of his beautiful paintings.
The PWF is privileged to have the opportunity to
work with students like Haile who believe in the
pursuit of excellence, whether in fencing or other
activities. We understand that not everyone who
comes through our doors will become an Olympian,
so we enthusiastically encourage our students to
pursue all of their talents. If it turns out that their
pens, paintbrushes or violin bows become mightier
than their swords, we couldn’t be more delighted.

Board Member Spotlight
Commitment and Generosity
Robert ‘Bob’ Dow is the Senior Partner of Lord
Abbett. As Senior Partner, he sets the firm’s
strategic direction. Bob has always had a significant
influence in the sport of fencing. He was a member
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Left:
Student
athletes
Essane and
Loweye
Diedro
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Left:
Robert Dow at Lord
Abbett with employees
from the PWF
Right:
Bob Cottingham, George
Kolotivich, and Erinn and
Keeth Smart at Columbia
University’s 2010 Hall of
Fame Event

of the 1972 U.S. Olympic fencing team and remains
involved in the sport as an active Board Member of
the Peter Westbrook Foundation.
Bob demonstrates his passionate and commitment to
the Foundation by donating his time, energy, heart
and countless other resources. Additionally, he has
provided internships and long term employment
opportunities to the young people of the
organization. Bob is an invaluable asset and
continues to make a difference in the growth of the
Foundation.

Staff and Volunteer Spotlight
PWF bids Mazel Tov to Coach Gelman and
Family
Founder and CEO Peter Westbrook, along with
Board Members Herby Raynaud and Keeth Smart,
and Head Coach Akhenaten Spencer El were
honored to attend the wedding of Julia Gelman and
Michael Aluf this summer. Ms. Gelman (now Mrs.
Aluf) is the daughter of renowned Sabre Coach Yuri
Gelman, coach of the Silver Medal winning U.S.
Men's Sabre Team at the Beijing Olympics.

The festive and elegant ceremony and reception
beautifully melded Jewish, Ukrainian and Russian
traditions. It even featured a special choreographed
dance performance by the newlyweds.
Mr. Gelman has been the PWF Sabre coach since
his arrival in New York from the Ukraine and has
been part of many special fencing moments with the
foundation. He has coached Messrs Raynaud,
Smart, Spencer-El and others to numerous national
and international titles. It was especially rewarding
for foundation members to have the opportunity to
share yet another special moment with Coach
Gelman away from the fencing strip.
Mazel Tov to Coach Gelman, the newlyweds and
their families! We wish them all the best in the years
to come.
Congratulations Hall of Famers!
On Friday, October 22, 2010, Board Member Bob
Cottingham and PWF alum Erinn Smart were
inducted into the 2010 Class of Columbia
University’s Athletics Hall of Fame. The induction
occurred at a special black-tie ceremony in Low
Memorial Library on Columbia University’s
Morningside Campus. Bob and Erinn were
honored along with 20 other former student-athletes
and 3 former Head Coaches.
Bob graduated from Columbia University in 1988
and was an NCAA individual and team champion in
his senior year. After graduation, he became a
member of the 1988 and 1992 Olympic Teams.
Erinn graduated from Barnard College in 2002 and
was a two time silver medalist at the NCAAs. She
was a member of the 2004 and 2008 Olympic
teams, winning a silver medal in Beijing.

Herby Raynaud, Peter Westbrook, Keeth Smart, &
Akhenaten Spencr El attending the wedding of Julia
Gelman and Michael Aluf.
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The PWF endowment goal is to raise
$10 million dollars by 2014.

Athletic programs have the ability to guide at-risk
youth in positive directions. Sports programs
promote healthy social and physical development
while offering positive alternatives to high-risk
behavior.

Many of our country’s citizens, business
professionals and political leaders attribute their
success to participation in sports. These individuals
In 2000, the PWF received the Oprah’s Angel
learned about the value of athletics early on in life,
Network “Use Your Life Award,” which included a
through the encouragement of a parent or a coach
grant of $100,000. In 2001, $60,000 of the award
or from lessons learned on the playing field. As
was used to start the Peter Westbrook Foundation
Endowment Fund, with the remainder of the award always, our Foundation is hopeful that many of these
individuals will help
spent on general
continue our dream
programs. In 2004,
and legacy by
the Foundation
extending the same
received $1,000,000
opportunity to
from a generous
tomorrow’s leaders
philanthropist who
through their
wishes to remain
Academic Program
support of the Peter
anonymous. In
21%
Westbrook
2007, Board
Foundation
Member Bill
Fundraising
Endowment Fund.
Schreyer established
After School Program
6%
41%
a $1.5 million
The Endowment
matching grant
Fund is handled by
endowment.
Management & General
the Foundation’s
16%
Chief Executive
The overall goal of
Saturday Fencing Program
Officer through
the Fund is to
16%
Merrill Lynch
enable the
Investment
Foundation to
Corporation.
enhance and
Donations are taxcontinue its work
deductible and can
with “at-risk youth,”
be pledged over a
and to minimize the
period of time for ease of payment.
need to solicit financial support.
The financial goal for the Fund is to raise $10
million dollars by 2014, and to provide support to a For more information about the Peter Westbrook
Foundation Endowment Fund campaign, please call
number of program initiatives, including:
Mark Johnson at Merrill Lynch at (212) 415-7897 or
email mark_e_johnson@ml.com.
• The Peter Westbrook Foundation Center – A
athletic training and academic learning center
• Computer Lab – An after-school program to
improve student computer literacy skills
• Standardized Test Preparation Courses – A
series of courses designed help students improve
their scores the PSAT, SAT, Specialized High
School Admissions Test (SHSAT) and the
Secondary schools Admissions Test (SSAT)
78% of all contributions go directly to the
• Career Guidance – A mentorship program to
programs that your dollars help to support.
prepare students for college and career
• Replication of PWF programs in major urban
cities
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Planned Giving

Your Gift

Today, more and more people are coordinating their financial,
estate and gift planning. With thoughtful planning you have the
opportunity to make a greater impact with your giving to a
quality not-for-profit organization such as the Peter Westbrook
Foundation, and often to enjoy increased financial and tax
benefits as well. For example, you may be able to supplement
your retirement planning, unlock yourself from capital gains,
increase your spendable income and reduce or eliminate estate
taxes through planned giving.

One of the key reasons that people give is to support their
community. While many people give substantially, most wish
they could do more.
There are a number of ways you can design your contributions
to maximize the advantages both for you and the Peter
Westbrook Foundation. Below are three such ways to enhance
your contributions through planned giving:

BEQUEST
A simple, and often the easiest, gift to make is a bequest. It
In these and other ways, planned giving can become an
doesn’t require relinquishing anything during your lifetime and
important element in your overall individual asset planning and
it can be stated in a will, a codicil, a living trust or a trust
for that of your family.
amendment. The Foundation’s office can provide you with the
appropriate language for a bequest to our organization.
LIFE INSURANCE POLICIES
You can contribute a new or existing policy that is no longer
needed. Donors naming us as both policy owner and
beneficiary can claim an income tax deduction equal to either
a) the cash value or the cost basis of an existing policy,
whichever is less, or b) the annual premiums of a new policy.

Mayor
Bloomberg
with Peter
Westbrook
and his wife
Susan

SECURITIES
Although many investors have recently realized losses in the
equity markets, individuals can look to their portfolios for
purchases held seven years or longer. Many donors hold

PWF Fundraising Accomplishments
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securities that have realized significant gains, assets well suited to
fund a charitable trust. In return, donors can receive tax-saving
benefits and supplemental retirement income while helping to
secure the future of our Foundation.

These questions will help you define your planned giving goals.
When you have thought out your answers, please contact Mark
Johnson at Merrill Lynch. He can be reached at (212) 415-7897
or by email at mark_e_johnson@ml.com.

STARTING YOUR PLANNED GIVING PROCESS
Why are you making a gift?
Which gift method should you use?
What benefits do you anticipate by making the gift?

Statement Of Financial Position, Activities, and Net Assets
FYE 2009

Unrestricted

Support and revenue:

Contributions and grants
$
Investment return appropriated for operations
Program fees and other income
Net assets released from restrictions

Total support and revenue
Expenses

Personnel
Coaching and tutoring fees
Scholarships and awards
Tournament and competition
Program expenses
Office expenses
Professional fees
Contributions and gifts
Space rental
Insurance
Depreciation

273,983
31,318
12,605
87,500
405,406

Temporarily
Restricted

$

40,500
(52,500)
(12,000)

Permanently
Restricted

$

350,000
(35,000)
315,000

Total

$

664,483
31,318
12,605
708,406

Total expenses

183,443
133,489
13,140
87,626
37,045
17,159
30,782
775
5,000
1,384
4,599
514,442

-

-

183,443
133,489
13,140
87,626
37,045
17,159
30,782
775
5,000
1,384
4,599
514,442

Change in net assets
from operations

(109,036)

(12,000)

315,000

193,964

558,215

-

-

558,215

Other changes:

Investment return not
appropriated for operations
Change in net assets

Net assets at beginning of year
Net assets at end of year

$

449,179

(12,000)

315,000

752,179

419,523

28,549

1,738,833

2,186,905

16,549

$ 2,053,833

$ 2,939,084

868,702

$

Audited Financials by Charles Foster, CPA, PLLC.
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2009 Family of Sponsors
Angels: $100,000 or more

Supporters: $5,000 - $9,999

Bill Schreyer
Daria Foster
Lord, Abbett & Co.
Robert & Christina Dow

Con Edison
Michael and Valerie Grant
The Mill Foundation
Barham Family Foundation

Saints: $30,000 - $99,999

Donors: $1,000 - $4,999

Altman Foundation
Phoenix Beverages
Vanguard Charitable Endowment

New Roads Foundation
Wolfensohn Family Foundation
Pam and Tim Gallivan
John E. Berson
Charles Bertrand
The Ann & John Welsh Foundation
Holt Farley
Jennifer Madrid
Michael Nissan

Champions: $10,000 - $29,999
Bloomberg
Ronald Goldstein
Ronald McDonald House Charities
David Berry
Doug Sieg
Reginald F. Lewis Foundation
The Lipper Family Foundation
The Perkin Fund

In-Kind Sponsors
Fencers Club
Lord, Abbett & Co.

Board of Directors
Arthur Ashe, Posthumous
’75 Wimbledon Champion
Rod Brayman
CEO, Phoenix Beverages
Robert Cottingham
CEO, Sabre88, LLC
PWF Chairman of the Board
‘88, ‘92 Olympian
Robert Dow
Senior Partner, Lord Abbett & Company
‘72 Olympian

Linda Dunham
Chairman, Global Board of Ronald
McDonald Charities
Jennifer Madrid
Treasurer
Boris Moyston
Candidate, Duke University, MBA Class ‘11
Kristina Perkin-Davison
Co-Founder & Partner, iEurope Capital

Bill Schreyer
Chairmen Emeritus, Merrill Lynch
Andrew Sieg
Managing Director
Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Keeth Smart
VP, Bank of America Merrill Lynch
Three time Olympian,
’00, ’04, ‘08 Olympic Silver Medalist

Herby Raynaud
Integration Specialist, Omgeon LLC
‘99, ‘01, ‘02, World Championship Team

Peter Westbrook
’76, ’80, ’84, ’88, ’92, ’96 Olympic Bronze
Medalist
PWF Chief Executive Officer

Donald Anthony
President & CEO, Warrior Group Inc. 90’
World Championship Team Member

Pastor Calvin O. Butts, III, D.MIN
President, Abyssinian Baptist Church
SUNY at Old Westbury

William J. Hybl
President Emeritus, United States Olympic
Committee

John Brademas
President Emeritus, New York University

Neil Diamond
Global Entertaier, ArchAngle Productions

Dr. Harvey W. Schiller
Chairman, Global Options

Advisory Board Members
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- Peter Westbrook, Founder & CEO

THE PETER WESTBROOK FOUNDATION
CONTACT INFORMATION

PWF & Fencers Club
Site Address
229 W. 28th St. 2nd floor
New York, NY 10001

Mailing Address
G.P.O. Box 7554
New York, NY 10116
Phone: 212-459-4538
Fax: 212-280-5871
Email: pwestb@peterwestbrook.corg
WWW.PETERWESTBROOK.ORG
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"When I founded the organization 20 years ago,
the goal was simple: Give back in a way that I
understood and knew could be successful. !
While there are no guarantees, I was certain
that there had to be other underserved kids out
there who would thrive if only they received a
little guidance and encouragement."

PETER
WESTBROOK
FOUNDATION

THE

